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Changing Roles and Significance in Hagia Sophia:

From the Conquest of Constantinople to the Present
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Abstract: Examines the social and cultural impact of Hagia Sophia from the conquest of Constantinople to the present

day, and identifies its role and significance. In the early Ottoman Empire, it signalled the victory of the Ottoman Empire

over Christianity and the West, and later, as domestic politics became more important, it came to symbolise the prosperity

of the sultan and the empire. In modern times, it functions both as a mosque and as a museum, reflecting different

demands from the western world and domestic Islam.
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