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Changes and Role of Agricultural Land in The World Heritages
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Abstract: In Japan, 16/20 World Cultural Heritage sites include agricultural lands, and all of their OUV are buildings
and other structures. since 2005, a comprehensive management plan has been required to register a World Cultural
Heritage site, but no evaluation system exists for agricultural lands responsible for current production in World
Cultural Heritage sites. The purpose of this study is to clarify the evolution and position of agricultural land in World
Heritage areas and to discuss the role of agricultural land in World Heritage nomination documents. An important
factor in agricultural land area change is geographic characteristics. A larger area of agricultural land tended to lead
to more descriptions of agricultural land in nomination documents. Agricultural land is expected to serve as an
element in maintaining good "landscape." Only one site evaluated agricultural land as a livelihood. Even in that site,
the agricultural promotion aspect refers nothing to the World Heritage site." If evaluated both as "production” and
"a component of the World Heritage Area," "agricultural land" could serve as an intermediary. The establishment of
a link between the components and agricultural land is important for the survival of the World Heritage Area.
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