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Research on the Current Status of the UNESCO World Heritage Zollverein
to be Revitalized as a Public Space:
Focusing on the Regional Character of the Ruhr Area in Germany and the Way of Current Use
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Abstract: This research examines the current utilization of Germany's Zollverein Coal Mine, a UNESCO World Heritage

Site, as a transformed public space. The study spans from May 2022 to February 2023, using literature reviews,

interviews and on-site investigations. Zollverein, symbolizing the Ruhr area's industrial shift, showcases diverse,

unrestricted usage. This paper details Ruhr's deindustrialization, Zollverein's heritage preservation, and its evolution into a

cultural hub. The site accommodates company offices, university, and events, contributing to regional economic

transformation. Also, it is used as a park allows free access by citizens. The industrial heritage would have potential for

use as a public space in Japan.
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