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A study on the presentation of the medieval fort in the context of the enhancement of the Japanese
historic sites
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Abstract : In recent years, the Agency for Cultural Affairs has been promoting the "utilization" of cultural properties,
including Historic Sites. It is essential to introduce the value of cultural heritage. However, research on the utilization of
"medieval castles in Japan" often emphasizes the aspect as a method of regional and community development. Therefore,
this study aims to clarify the way of enhancement which leads to the understanding of medieval castles.
In this study, it is considered necessary to understand the structure and function of medieval castle fortifications from three
perspectives: (1) the geographical and topographical locations of the site, (2) the directionality of the castle's territory, and
(3) interrelationships among the four elements that make up the territory. As a result, while there was a strong relationship
between the castles' elements during functioning, they lost their relations after being abandoned. In the modern era, when
Historic Sites were preserved and maintained, little consideration was given to the geographical and topographical locations.
The relationships among the four elements of the castle layout became unclear, and park paths needed to be consciously
maintained based on the directionality of the castle site. In the future, when enhancing Historical Sites in medieval castles, it
will be necessary to present a meaningful connection between the geographical conditions of the site and the various elements

that make up the layout of the castle.
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