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Processes of the wall construction in the early period of the Five Caves of Tan
Yao in Yungang Grottes
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Abstract:

This study takes the early period of the first phase of the Yungang Grottoes (Five Caves of Tan Yao) as a

research project, focusing on the style of niche and statue carved into the wall of the grottoes, the form and arrangement

of the niche, to clarify the process and characteristics of the construction of the walls in the each cave of the early period
of Five Caves of Tan Yao, and the relationship between the groups of workers involved in the construction of each cave.
In addition, the construction and design of the walls in the early period caves gradually became more complex as the

workers gained experience, and the meaning of whole objects constructed on the wall also changed.
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