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Current State of Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) - Implementation under the World Heritage

Convention
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Abstract: In recent years, how to implement HIAs in a reasonable and effective way has become a challenge for every
State Party. This study provides an analysis on the current status of HIA implementation under World Heritage
Convention, and the HIA implemented for the Palace of Westminster World Heritage Site is used as an example to
analyze the interaction between the UK and the ICOMOS. The result shows that, as a relatively new impact assessment
tool, HIA faces two challenges: (1) harmonization with existing systems, and (2) subjective approach. The issue of how
to effectively introduce and implement HIA in both developed and developing countries is urgent.
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