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Transition of thatch utilization in Iide Town, Yamagata Prefecture
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Abstract: In lide Town, Yamagata Prefecture, thatched buildings still remain, and there is a custom of using thatch as
a windbreak and snowbreak fence “Kazarai” in winter. However, there are only 13 thatched buildings that are still
being maintained. Kazarai aliso has the function of drying and improving the quality of thatch, but there are only 3
houses that currently make Kazarai. Furthermore, currently in the town, thatch is collected from cultivated and
unmanaged native land. Therefore, there may be a problem with the durability of thatch as roofing material. In order
to continue using thatch in this town, it is necessary to increase the number of residents who are involved with
thatch, but to do so, it will be necessary to create a new relationship between thatch and residents that goes beyond

use as a living resource.
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