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The Role of Churches in Contemporary Japan:
The Case of Church Activities in Karuizawa
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Abstract: This study analyzes the social roles of churches related to regional changes and qualitative characteristics by

focusing on church activities in contemporary Karuizawa. In the late 19th century, Karuizawa was discovered by

missionaries. Since then, Karuizawa has become a hill station and has been a resort destination. In this thesis, the

classification of churches in karuizawa is conducted by their background of establishing, location and activities. Based

on a comprehensive survey of literature review and hearing survey, it is found that each type of church has different

characteristics. Furthermore, it is found that every church has expansion and changes of its social role in this area.
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